
HARD TO READ ?  LARGE PRINT EDITIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 

PARISH OFFICE OR AT WWW.STMARYS-FERNDOWN.ORG.UK 
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Cute as he is, the bunny canôt save us 

 - but there is someone who can!  

But what about you? Youôre doing ok, all things considered, arenôt you? Or are you 
feeling deep down that there is something missing? Letôs face it, we have all done 
things that we are ashamed of, we all feel lonely, frustrated, and lost sometimes. Have 
you ever thought about your life and said to yourself, ñThere must be more than 
thiséò? If we are honest we would admit that we could all do with someone to save us 
from this ñmessò that we find ourselves in.  

Easter is a time for chocolate eggs and fluffy bunnies, newly hatched chicks and tasty 
hot cross buns ï these are all very enjoyable but none of them can save us. ñSave us 
from what?ò you are probably thinking. Turning on the TV, buying a newspaper or 
checking out the web may give you some idea ï gun crime amongst youths is in on 
the rise, violence and hatred continues in the Middle East, innocent children are starv-
ing in Darfur as a result of civil war ï surely we are living in a world that desperately 
needs saving!  

Easter is definitely about more than chocolate and bunnies ï itôs about Jesus, the Son 
of God who came to clear up the mess in each of our lives and to lead us back to a 
positive relationship with God. But if youôre going to clean up mess, youôve got to get 
your hands dirty. Jesus got his hands dirty; he got them nailed to a cross. It was on 
the cross that Jesus took on all our failings, all our bad thoughts, words and deeds ï 
all our mess so that we could be given a clean slate, a new beginning. But to do so 
Jesus had to give his life in the most humiliating and excruciatingly painful way ï not 
exactly a story to celebrate with chocolate eggs is it?  

Have you ever 

thought about 

your life and said 

to yourself, ñThere 

must be more 

than thiséò? 

ï or rather, the absolutely awe-inspiring, breath-taking, life-changing news that God 
loves you and has done everything necessary to save us from the mess we are in! All 
you have to do is accept Godôs Easter gift to you ï and the great news is you donôt 
have to wait until Easter to receive it!  

Happily, this is not the end of the story. After Jesus was buried 
some of his friends went to the tomb to mourn. What a surprise 
to find that the tombstone had been rolled away and what an 
even bigger surprise to find two angelic messengers saying that 
he was alive! Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who gave his life on 
the cross had not only conquered sin, he had also conquered 
death. This is what is rather tamely called ñThe Good Newsò  



 

E A S T E R  S E R V I C E S  2 0 0 7 
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If you would like to find out more about Godôs Easter gift to you why not come along to 
one of our Easter Services or contact one of our clergy, Martin Howard or Dick Luther 
(numbers at the foot of this page and the back page of this magazine). 

                     MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY! 

1st April 2007 - Palm Sunday Service  

9.15am and 11am ï Palm Sunday Family Services 

 

6th April 2007 - Good Friday Services  

10am Family Service 

2pm ï3pm Easter Meditation 

 

8th April 2007 - Easter Sunday Services  

8.00am ï Easter Service of Holy Communion 

9.15am and 11am ï Easter Family Services 

 

6.30pm ï Easter Service of Evening Worship  

This will be an Easter Celebration and Baptism service, where those who wish to be 
baptised or renew their baptism vows will be given the opportunity to be baptised by 

full immersion. 

 

Thursday 17th May 2007 (Ascension Day)  

7.30pm - Confirmation Service  

with the Right Reverend David Stancliffe (Bishop of Salisbury) 

Preparation for confirmation is normally through attendance on the Alpha Course but 
there will be two subsequent preparatory sessions after Easter 

  

If you would like to be baptised or confirmed or would like more information please 
contact Rev. Martin Howard (01202) 876552 or Rev. Dick Luther (01202) 872084 



The Wimborne Deanery Synod of Thursday 16th November 2006 endorsed the proposed 

link between the Yambio Diocese in the Southern Sudan and the Wimborne Deanery. As a 

result we are delighted to announce the link between the Parish of Ferndown and the 

Deanery of Nambazia. 

The link has been set up as part of the Salisbury Diocese to the Province of Sudan rela-

tionship, which has existed for 34 years. The vision is to provide an opportunity for a link 

at a parish level, giving more depth to the whole relationship. Fundamental to the link is 

the offer to pray for one another.  

Bishop Peter of Yambio wrote, òéWe very much agree with you that prayers for each other 

should be the preliminary act as it has been over the 34 years of our link, but this time we 

are more aware of whom we are praying for. While this is our united idea, we are of the 

opinion that this could develop into sharing our ministry and missionéthis can be practi-

cally realised through exchange of visit between your deanery and our diocese. Your 

strength may be our weakness and vice versa. And when we unite we can build a strong 

body of Christ.ó 

ST MARYõS GOES GLOBAL! 
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Deanery Profile  

Distance from Yambio ï 15 miles to 
the West  (based on Nzara town) 

Parishes ï 3 

Churches ï 1 

Chapels ï 16 

Pastors ï 8 

Readers ï 22 

Evangelists ï 31 

Mothersô Union ï 101 

Youth ï 189 

Sunday School ï 275 

Bicycles ï 3 

Rural Dean ï Rev. Yona 
Tarifa (pictured here) 

        Plans for the Deanery of Nambazia  

    To build a church out of concrete  

(the grass built churches are             
frequently damaged by ants).  

To organize workshops and seminars for 
youths and all other church workers  

To purchase uniforms for the Youth Choir 

To open a farm for the Deanery churches  

To build an office for the Rural Dean  

Please pray for our brothers and sis-

ters in the Sudan and particularly for 

Rev. Yona Tarifa and those in the 

Deanery of Nambazia as we seek to 

work and grow in faith together in 

Christian unity  



Sudan is about the size of Europe.  

It is the largest country in Africa 

and one of the poorest of the 

world's nations. It has a population 

about three times that of Greater 

London and for the last 40 years 

has been riven by civil war as the 

Moslem government in the North 

has sought to Islamise the Chris-

tian south of the country.  

A  S N A P S H O T  O F  T H E  S U D A N 
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The Sudan is divided into 
24 dioceses covering an 
area of nearly 1 million 
square miles, 10 times the 
size of the UK.  It has in 
excess of 3 million Episco-
pal Christians served by 
approximately 1,000 Pas-
tors and 24 Bishops.  

The seat of the Archbishop 

is in Juba in southern Su-

dan, where the administra-

tive offices of the Diocese 

are based.  There is a co-

ordinating office in Kam-

pala to assist the dioceses 

that can not be served from 

Juba.  

NEWS FLASH  ï Steve and Tasha Wilkinson attend 
Youth Workers Conference in Juba (Sudan). Check out 
www.stmarys-ferndown.org.uk for news on their trip! 

For over 30 years, the 

Diocese of Salisbury 
has had strong partner-

ship links with the Su-
dan.  Regular ex-

changes take place to 

the mutual support of 
both parties. 

http://www.stmarys-ferndown.org.uk/
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AMBERõS MOZAMBIQUE ADVENTURE  B Y  A M B E R  A U S T I N 

We have been following Amber Austinõs missionary work in Mozambique in a regular   

parish magazine feature.  Here is her latest instalment  

Praise God for our safe journey back to Beira after an amazing holiday! I am settling back 

into my work really well since we returned from Zimbabwe a couple of weeks ago, and we 

are starting some new exciting projects as well. The new member of our team (Emma) 

arrived last Tuesday and is really getting on well here. She is working with Rachel in Vaz 

but we still have lots of team time all together. She is a real blessing to our team and has 

encouraged us all by coming out here.  

We are starting a new project this Thursday which I'm really looking forward to. We are 

going to a day centre for orphans in a place called Manga to teach English and do Bible 

studies with them. They are orphans in that they don't have parents, but they have some-

one to stay with (uncles, grand parents etc.) so this centre is a place where they can re-

ceive education as they wouldn't be able to afford it otherwise. It was set up by a pastor in 

2003 and was made official in 2004.  

They have 3 classes a day for different age groups and Emma and I will be working with 

the 14-17 year olds and we will be teaching around 50 kids at a time! I'm so excited about 

it as I was praying we could do more kids work as this is what I enjoy most and God has 

provided this really good project for us to be involved with. We should also be starting at 

the Pre School next week if we can still fit all our preparation in. This would be a really fun 

activity and a chance to see the differences between pre schools here in Mozambique and 

those back home. My language learning is going really well and I have been putting lots 

Amberõs new church is a little           

different from St Maryõs! 

Thank you so much to all of you for all the cards and 

letters I have been receiving. Although the postal  

system is rubbish, I have still received so much post 

which I am really grateful for. The other girls can't 

believe how much post I get! Also thank you for all 

your prayers since I've been here. Just under 2 

months now until I see you all...!  

of extra study in, so please pray for continued moti-

vation with this and that I can retain the information 

I am reading.  
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Amberõs is just one of many missions supported by the Missionary Committee, who have 

the difficult task of allocating Godõs money, given mainly through tithes, donations and Gift 

Aid, to help grow His Kingdom. Here are some of the organisations and initiatives who 

have recently received help from St Maryõs : 

Please pray about the situation with our pastor and the 

evangelism programme. We are looking to set up an evan-

gelism training course, which should bring about some 

changes within our church hopefully. Also that the pastor 

can see that the kids work we are doing in the church is 

going really well and is really important, as he doesn't see 

this as an important part of our work. One of the youth in 

our church asked to be involved with leading clubby on a 

Saturday and is now the main leader which is great as we 

know it will definitely carry on once we return to England.  

Amber, Emma and some of their 

students 

O T H E R  M I S S I O N A R Y  S U P P O R T 

As you are all aware I have recently just been ill and had to take some time off work to 

recover. I have started to regain my strength although I am still really tired and have been 

sleeping so much. It is really great to be up and doing things again, which is also helping 

with my homesickness which was very bad last week. I just want to say a massive òthank 

youó to all of you for your prayers. It was really encouraging to know I had so many people 

back home praying for me, and I really believe that has speeded my recovery.  

the Bible Society, Church Mission Society, Church Pastoral  Aid Society, European Chris-

tian Mission for Stephen and Tabita Bell in Zagreb, 

the Leprosy Mission, the South American Mission 

Society, Tearfund. St. Lukeõs Hospital for the 

Clergy, the Church Urban Fund, the Sudan Medical 

Link , Gilead Foundations and Liz and Ron Bignell, who will be visiting Malawi in the Spring  

THANK  YOU!  

Yesterday I received a package from CYFA which really lifted my spirits - it had so many 

nice things in there, so a huge thank you to all of them. Everyone here in Mozambique has 

been amazing as well and I have had so many people visiting, my youth group even came 

over and did all my washing for me. I can't wait to see you all and hear about everything 

back home. Praying for you all.     love Amber xxxxxxxx   



TIMELINE:  1772 ð 2007  

1772  Slavery ended in England 

1781  Public outrage after captain of the ship òZongó,       

 murders 132 enslaved people. 

      People become aware of the true nature of the slave trade 

Over 200 years ago, slavery was a fact of life.  People were bought and sold in the same 

way that animals were, or sacks of flour.   In fact, it was reckoned you could smell a slave 

ship from 20 miles away downwind.   Often a slave was treated worse than an animal with 

little or no regard for life or dignity.  Today, slavery is still a fact of life for over 27 million 

people in the world.  Over 120,000 women and children are trafficked into Western 

Europe every year ð 4,000 women to the UK to work as prostitutes. 

W O R S E  T H I N G S  H A P P E N E D  A T  S E A 
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O R  D I D  T H E Y ?  -  A  V I E W  F R O M  2 0 0 7 

William Wilberforce 

1787  Granville Sharp helps form Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade 

1789   William Wilberforce gives his first major anti-slavery speech before Parliament 

1807   Slave trade abolished in Britain 

1808   Slave trade abolished in USA, followed by various uprisings in West Indies/US 

1833   Parliament in Britain passes Abolition of Slavery Act 

1834   Slavery abolished throughout British colonies 

1873   Slave trade market in Africa starts to dry up 

1948   UN adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights prohibiting slavery 

1999   Baroness Cox reports on existence of slavery within Sudan 

25TH March 2007  200th Anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade 

òI believe that all persons, but more especially the youth, ought to know by what wicked 

and corrupt views and methods the slave trade is carried on, and the curse that will attend 

those who, for selfish ends, engage in it in any way whatsoever.ó  This statement of An-

thony Benezet, a French Quaker, written in December 1757 is as much relevant today as 

when it was written.  Jesus said:  òSo in everything, do to others what you would have 

them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.ó (Matthew 7:12) 

Modern day slavery, called òtraffickingó, moves people into locations and jobs for the profit 

of another.   It consists of violence, deception, coercion, deprivation of freedom of move-

ment, abuse of authority, debt bondage, forced labour and slavery-like practices and other 

forms of exploitation or use of force. 

BY SUE SANDERSON 



In this age of globalisation, poverty, and hence trafficking, the problems cannot be solved 

by local development projects alone.  We all have a part to play, be it just in choosing care-

fully the tea we drink or the food we eat.  And we can all lobby our politicians to effect 

change.  Take to heart the work of William Wilberforce, who showed by doing just that, the 

seemingly impossible can be achieved.  Amidst the darkness of trafficking, there is hope. 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF òTHE ZONG?ó 
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Acts of repentance as proposed by the Church of England should not focus on the past, 

when in fact global mission gave birth as a result of the abolition, but need to focus and 

campaign for the liberation of all trapped in current forms of slavery. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ENGLAND has established set all free (website 

www.setallfree.net) as a collaboration between those who are happy to work with a Chris-

tian ethos on the relevance of the bicentenary to British society today.  They want us to get 

involved with projects and events which will form a significant and long-lasting legacy, 

through a cross-section of Church and society.  òAfter all, what makes any event important, 

unless by its observation we become better and wiser, and learn ôto do justly, to love 

mercy, and walk humbly before Godõ (Micah 6:8) ð Olaudah Equiano, Christian, former 

slave and abolitionist.    

The Church Mission Societyõs (www.cms-uk.org) magazine òYESó is devoted to the slave 

trade as was, and the on-going effects today.  It inspired this article and is freely available 

at the back of St Maryõs Church.  There is also a little book available, aimed at children, 

called òVoices Against Slaveryó written by a local lady, Catherine House, and published by 

Christian Focus @ £4.99 www.christianfocus.com 

If not, you very soon will! A UK Christian 

Charity has hired a replica slave ship, call-

ing it òThe Zongó in remembrance of a 

slaver of this name whose captain notori-

ously threw overboard 132 Africans in 

1781 to gain insurance money. To mark the 

200 th Anniversary of the ABOLITION OF THE 

SLAVE TRADE, this wooden replica will sail 

from Cornwall, up the Thames to be moored 

off Tower Pier from 29th March to 10th April 

accompanied by a Royal Navy escort.  Tours  

of The Zong are available for bookingñfor 

details please contact Sue Sanderson. 

The man synonymous with the abolition of slavery, William Wilberforce, is given the Holly-

wood treatment in a new blockbuster to mark the bicentenary of the abolition of the slave 

trade to be released in March called òAmazing Graceó.  It stars Ioan Gruffudd as the man 

himself, alongside Albert Finney as John Newton.  www.amazinggracemovie.com.  Hear 

the music, see the faces, hear some script! 

http://www.setallfree.net/
http://www.cms-uk.org/
http://www.christianfocus.com/
http://www.amazinggracemovie.com/


Once upon a time, during an Easter Communion service at the small village church of St 

Lukeõs, a vicar was handing out the bread and wine to the usual tiny congregation of famil-

iar faces, when he felt a sharp tugging at his robes.  Glancing behind him, he was amazed 

to see a ginger cat gazing up at him and meowing as it clawed gently at the vicarõs leg.  

A M A Z I N G  G R A C E  B Y  P A U L  H U T C H I N G S  ( PI C T U R E  B Y  D A V I D  L E G U E R N ) 
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At first the vicar tried to ignore the disturbance and continue handing out the bread and 

wine, but the more he ignored the persistent kitty, the more it õmeowedõ and the less   

gentle its claws became.    

So the vicar tried politely shooing the offending moggy away, òGo onó, he whispered òoff 

with youó, but to no avail.  By now his eight regulars in the congregation had all noticed the 

vicarõs new found help, who by now was hopping on its back legs behind the vicar, refus-

ing to let go of his robes even as he walked back to the communion table.    

Now itõs fair to say that meowing and purring were very unusual sounds to hear during a 

church service at St Lukeõs - but then suddenly another sound was heard, something 

equally unusual and amazing. Someone in the congregation started to snigger, then gig-

gle, then laugh, followed by another, then another - until pretty soon the whole congrega-

tion, including the vicar, were laughing freely and loudly.    

Not wanting to lose the joy of the moment, the vicar felt inspired to try something.  So he 

took a little bread, dipped it into the wine and offered it to his new found friend.  The cat 

looked at the offering, sniffed it, then lapped it up willingly, as the vicar gave it a blessing. 

And with that, the cat let go of the vicarõs robes and brushed against his leg, purring loudly 

and happily.  The vicar picked the cat up, identified that it was a ôsheõ cat and said to the 

congregation òIõd like to introduce you to Grace - our first new member for 5 years!ó 

Well, as you can imagine, news of this strange and wonderful happening started to circu-

late round the village, as the vicar and each church member told one or two friends.  The 

next Sunday, a couple of people whoõd heard were so curious that they even came along 

to the Sunday Service at St Lukeõs to see if Grace would turn up again - and she did, right 

on time!  

...and all because 1 cat entered into communion and created C O M M U N 1 C A T I O N 

Well the weeks went by and curious people from miles around came to see Grace and 

would go away and tell a couple of people not only about this amazing cat, but also about 

how the services were filled with laughter, the talks were interesting and they were learn-

ing a lot about a man called Jesus, who was actually turning out to be even more amazing 

than Grace!  Within a year, the regular congregation of 8 had grown to over 100 



Easter is a wonderful opportunity to share the õgood newsõ with those people who do not 

yet know our Lord and Saviour and for those who are searching to ôcome and see what all 

the fuss is aboutõ.  So please, this Easter, if you are a church member, share a taste of 

your life with someone who is searching.  And if you are searching, go tug someoneõs 

clothes until they share with you.  Remember, COMMUNICATION is the key!  

I ran into an old friend today whom I had not seen for years.  We exchanged news and I 

happily told her that I had become a Christian and loved God passionately.  

Her immediate reaction was: òOh god, you have not become one of those, have you?ó  I 

laughed out loud and said: òYes, and I am so happy about it, my life is amazing now!ó   

S H A R I N G  C A N  B E  T O U G H  -  BUT ITõS WORTH IT!  
B Y  M O N I K A  W I L L S 
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She replied: òDonõt talk to me about God, you know the problems we all have, where was 

he when you had all those problems with your son, Robert? What did God do about that?ó 

Later, as I thought about this exchange I mused on the fact that everyone (and that in-

cluded me B.C.) always attacks God when confronted with Him like that.  Her reaction 

made me realise that instead of counting our blessings, we tend to focus on the bad 

things.  Things that make us bad-tempered, next thing you know you have road rage etc. 

all over the place!   

Why do we assume that we can blame God for everything that is wrong, yet at the same 

time donõt bother to say òthank youó when things are good? 

Although I now find this attitude puzzling, I do remember when I used to think like that, 

and I thank God for the good He has done in my heart by knowing the difference. 



òCHANGE TODAY, CHOOSE FAIRTRADEó is the theme for this yearõs 

Fairtrade Fortnight which runs from 26th February ð 11 th March. 

Mothersõ Union Branches Unite 

The St Maryõs Ferndown branch of the Mothersõ Union were surprised and delighted to 

receive a hand embroidered cloth from members in the Yambio diocese. Apparently they 

have sent one to every branch of the MU in the Salisbury Diocese. 

For more about the Yambio diocese, see page 4 of this magazine  

F A I R T R A D E  F O R T N I G H T 
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Look for the Fairtrade logo on goods at Sainsburyõs, Co-op, Tesco, Asda and Morrisonõs ð 

fresh fruit, flowers, teas, coffees, honeys, jams, marmalades, dried fruit and nuts; 

Or go to Monsoon, Topshop and Marks & Spencer to update your wardrobe with clothes 

made with certified cotton; 

Or go to T.W.C. Fairtraders in Wimborne for a large selection of goods 

Come and celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight with us! 

MOTHERSõ UNION 

Cream Tea Anyone? 

A cream tea afternoon will be held on Thursday 10th May from 3pm until 4.30pm in aid of 

Mother's Union Charities. 

MENõS GROUP B Y  G A R Y  T Y L E R   

The Quiz Night was held Thurs Jan 11th and enjoyed the usual high turnout (52 - a record 

for Men's Group).  Larry had us on our toes as usual with a selection of well prepared 

rounds on different subjects, although we had complaints about the Music round which 

turned out to be film theme tunes. (Complaints were over-ruled by the management !). 

 The evening was a triumph for the largest team (the 'Knights of the Round Table', who 

ignored the seating plan and formed a group of 7 !). 

We tucked into a healthy meal of fish/chicken and chips, washed down with large cookies 

and a selection of cheap wines to taste.  Another fun evening! 



 F A I T H W O R K S  F E R N D O W N  B Y  S U S A N  S U T H E R L A N D   

The process started with obtaining estimates, which we are now submitting for planning 

permission. Meanwhile we have partnered with Citizens Advice Bureau and now offer 

weekly sessions for local families at Heatherlands and Turbary Church. 

We are also partnering with the Primary Care Trust and are running a parenting course on 

Wednesday mornings. Both are going well, as are other ways of meeting the needs of 

families living on the Trickett's Cross/Heatherlands estate. We also give thanks for the 

monthly police surgeries now being held at Heatherlands, and a new Officer on the beat 

who is a Christian.   

On Monday 5th February I gave a presentation 

to the Town Council, which outlined the work of 

Faithworks, in particular, the Bus Stop Club. 

This included plans for a community classroom 

located in the grounds of Turbary Church.  
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Plans have been made to offer the Learning to Listen course, run by Acorn Christian Lis-

teners, later this year. We still need volunteers for Wednesday afternoons at Turbary, es-

pecially those with computer skills who could help the youngsters who come for homework 

support and always need to find information from the internet for their various projects. 

Please continue to pray for us as a Forum as the work grows and develops, that we will 

follow God's leading in everything we seek to be and do.  We also need people from other 

churches who have a heart for Ferndown to join the Forum and make it a representative 

group of local Christians. 

It was great to be at St Mary's for our last Churches Together, and I plan to visit all the 

churches in the area this year. Thank you for your support both from the church and from 

individuals. May we all have great joy in our hearts as we seek to be salt and light in our 

communities for the Master Jesus. 

I asked for strength that I might achieve, - He made me weak that I might obey. 

I asked for health that I might do great things,                                                                           

I was given grace that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches that I might be happy, I was given poverty that I might be wise. 

I asked for power that I might have the praise of men,                                                              

I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life, I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 

I received nothing I asked for, but all that I needed. My prayer was answered! 



It provides a home for orphaned and destitute children on the outskirts of Chennai 

(Madras) in Southern India. It was started from nothing in 1998 when trips were made to 

search for land on which to start a home. Land was found with a little ramshackle building 

that was initially used as the home whilst a new building was being erected.  

A L P H A  I N D I A  F O U N D A T I O N  B Y  A L A N  F I E L D  ( T R U S T E E ) 
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The Alpha India Foundation charity was founded in September 1998 by a local builder, 

Roger Higgins, and his wife Pearl, who today run it with myself and 3 other local trustees. 

A second building has now been built to accommodate up to 25 children with two sets of 

house parents looking after about half the children each. Some of the 21 children cur-

rently housed have had a horrific past. One child was rescued from a rubbish bin and sev-

eral of them have had their mother burnt to death by their father. 

We aim to give these children security and education by using family units rather than a 

large orphanage. This was the vision that was given to Roger and Pearl and the home is 

run entirely as a Christian home by people employed by us. We now need to find a suitable 

set of house parents for the newer home as the previous couple left some months ago. 

It is a great and ongoing responsibility to look after these children but also a joy to be able 

to support them and give them as good a start in life as possible. The home is only able to 

continue through the generosity of people committed to regular giving and particularly to 

the unstinting work done by Roger and Pearl, who are there now on their annual visit. 

Ferndown Community Church has been supporting this work and I am sure that now we 

have all come together at St Maryõs this support will continue. It is great to be part of this 

charity particularly as it  is a small but growing local initiative. 

If you would like to support this work to enable it to grow further, or if you would like me to 

talk to a church or local group about Alpha India please also  let me know. I have a CD and 

photos from my last visit to India some 18 months ago when we opened the 2nd house. 

G O D  A N D  M E  A  B O O K  R E V I E W  B Y  R A C H E L  N O E L 

My daughter and son-in-law have read ôGod and meõ for 

the past year and my granddaughters have asked to 

read it again!  There is a new subject every day e.g. use-

ful hands, sharing toys, a princess, a smelly mess.  Then 

a short prayer, a Bible reading and a simple question. 

A great investment in their long-term future! 

Are you a busy Mum or Dad?  No time to read your Bible or pray? 

Do you read your children bedtime stories?  Why not use that 

time to help them grow in their faith and grow in yours too? 

ISBN 1-86024 -508-0 
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After a short break for tea, coffee and biscuits we want to have a brief look back at last 

year (all the reports will be published and available beforehand) and see how we have 

been trying to achieve our Vision in the 2nd year of our 3 year Strategy. We then want to 

give an important presentation on our Strategy for the 3rd and final year. This will include: 

1)  The development of our Small Groups, especially through a post Easter Initiative  of a 

ò40 Days of Purposeó campaign (see below) and reconstituting our All-age Congregations. 

2) The Appointment of a Children and Family Worker to address this vital growing need. 

3)  The Enhancement Project which has now reached a critical point. After our last public 

meeting last October, we made adjustments to the original plans which we are now all 

happy and excited about and are ready to appoint an architect  to  take this forward with a 

view to commencing the work early next year, hoping to complete it by September 2008. 

4)  òGrowing Leadersó course ð September 2007 ð June 2008 

We hope every Church member will see this meeting as a priority and be present if possi-

ble. We need the whole crew on board if we are to realise the exciting vision of our parish! 

Our Annual Meeting this year will begin with a short time of worship and a key note Bible 

message. This will be followed by the formal business including the appointment of our 

Churchwarden and members of the new P.C.C. and receiving Annual Accounts for 2006.  

4 0  D A Y S  O F  P U R P O S E 

In Lent 2005 members of St Maryõs spent 40 days looking at the purpose of their lives 

using Rick Warrenõs book òThe Purpose Driven Lifeó. As a result, we developed our vision 

for growth. A network of small groups throughout the parish was established, meeting 

regularly and coming together as a larger group, or as a whole church family each month.  

In September 2006 we achieved the next step in our growth vision by reconstituting the 

Sunday AM services into two all-age congregations, incorporating the former congrega-

tions (and Ferndown Community Church). Martin Howard was appointed as Team Vicar, to 

share the responsibility for services and pastoral care with our Team Rector, Dick Luther.  

There is still growth potential at St Maryõs and our initial challenge is how to ôeven upõ the 

age mix at our two all-age services. Two years ago ò40 Days of Purposeó inspired, chal-

lenged and encouraged us to grow as a church family. Two years on we feel it is time to 

rerun the course for church members, but to also include those we have come into con-

tact with (newcomers, contacts from baptisms, marriages and funerals, neighbours etc.).   

The new course will help us  consider which service we feel called to attend and also ex-

tend our welcome to those who have been drawn to St Maryõs over recent months. It will 

also serve as an encouraging reminder (or indeed as a revelation!) of our purpose in life. 

For more information about the ò40 Days of Purposeó group meeting in your area please 

contact the Parish Office on (01202) 897087. 




