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Why Are We Here? 
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Pentecost was 50 days after the weekend that saw Jesus 

killed then raised to life. Originally it was a Jewish festival when some of the first parts 

of crops and produce were offered to God in the hope and expectation that God would 

bless and preserve the growth and in-gathering of the whole Harvest later in the year. 

I love birthday candles, especially the ones that 

keep re-lighting! The birthday of the Church of Jesus 

Christ is called “Pentecost.” And the Church just 

keeps being re-kindled by Jesus all over his world. 

Nothing and no-one can put his flame out! 

Pentecost reminds us that God loves to do a new work in his world. But to follow the 

story, you’ve got to get from the day of resurrection to Pentecost. What was going on in 

that time? I believe it was an unusual and special time in equal measure. Unusual be-

cause Jesus kept popping up in unlikely places, convincing his disciples that death had 

not defeated him or his Mission; and special, because just before witnessing Jesus’ re-

turn into the heavens, he clearly told his disciples to wait and to pray together.  

“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 

the earth.” (Psalm 46:10) 

“ H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y  C H U R C H ”  B Y  M A R T I N  H O W A R D  

On the Day of Pentecost the disciples’ time of prayer and waiting was over for now. It 

had paved the way for a wonderful and mighty act of God. God’s Spirit fell upon the dis-

ciples and the many nationalities gathered in Jerusalem that Pentecost morning heard 

the disciples break out into new languages of praise which they used to thank God for 

his wonderful works.  

P e n t e c o s t 

reminds us 

that God 

loves to do a 

new work in 

His world 

The prayers of praise were lifted to God in every language necessary 

for those in the crowd to understand. And after a powerful sermon, the 

first 3000 new converts were added to the Church.  

These first converts were the first part of a huge crop of billions that 

have subsequently begun to follow Jesus. God’s name and power were 

being exalted amongst the nationalities present that day, and God still 

is looking for people of all nations to know about his saving love.  

Jesus said they would be, “…clothed with power from on high.”  The writer of Psalm 46 

records the very words of God, as he says: 



T H E  L I G H T H O U S E  C L U B  
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Surely 2000 years ago the incredible and powerful outbreak of prayer was both spontaneous 

AND a result of time shared with God in quiet. There are no spiritual short cuts.  

Maybe God is calling his Church in Ferndown to a season of 

prayer and listening to God, so that we might know his pres-

ence for real, and be ready for the future work of his Spirit.  

If we will do this, God will surprise us, and enable us to see a 

harvest of people won for HIS Kingdom. 

The Lighthouse Club Drop in Centre was successfully launched on  

Saturday 12th May and will take place in the future on the 2nd Sat-

urday of the month from 2pm until 4.30pm in the church hall.  

17 volunteers were involved and 40 guests spent the afternoon with 

us. Activities included board games and cards, bring & buy, and the opportunity to learn 

a type of craft called Spirelli. Tea, coffee and cakes were also enjoyed by everyone. 

Transport was available for the less mobile. Our visitors include some from Fairlawn 

who were brought to us in their wheelchairs.  

We all went home tired but 

happy and confident that we 

had made new friends  

and reached out to express 

God’s love in the Ferndown 

community. 

The Lighthouse Club is open for anyone to join us who is looking for a friendly 

atmosphere and someone to talk to.  

For more information please contact Dianne Partridge on 01202 894522 

One lady remarked, at the end 

of the afternoon, "There has 

been a real buzz here today, I 

can't wait for next month.  

Can't we come every week?" 

If we want to see 

God at work, we 

must seek him in 

quiet prayer with 

other Christians.  

If we want to see God at work, we must seek him in quiet 

prayer with other Christians. This time of preparation will 

make our “work” for God far more fruitful.  



Each year, throughout the Easter 

school holidays, about 60,000 Chris-

tians of all ages descend on Butlins at both Minehead and Skegness resorts for what is 

often referred to as a “Mountain Top Experience”.  

S P R I N G  H A R V E S T  2 0 0 7             
B Y  S U E  M O R G A N  
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The theme this year “One People” ran throughout the various events during the week, 

which began for some each day with a short family celebration, the “Big Start”.  Then, 

whilst the youngsters went to their various groups, the rest of us experienced the “Big 

Picture”, when Steve Chalke talked on the chosen Bible passage for the day, so setting 

the theme for the rest of the day.   

The afternoon workshops covered a wide range of subjects in-

cluding New Songs, Drama, Writing, The Role of Dance, Parent-

ing, and Leadership Master Classes. For some, the afternoons 

were simply a good time to relax and reflect on what we’d been 

hearing, or to spend time together as a family. With all that was 

going on, it was important to remember it was also a holiday!   

This year we were particularly blessed with fabulous weather 

and we really enjoyed the special times of  fellowship we 

shared and the sheer joy of being away with friends from St 

Mary’s. 

Butlins offers a fantastic range of facilities in a safe environment, including the great 

funfair, the swimming pool with flumes and rapids, all-weather sports facilities, an ad-

venture playground, and of course the beach. There’s also a very extensive resources 

area crammed full of the latest and best Christian books, CDs, DVDs, clothes and gifts 

where we could browse at our leisure. 

Again this year a group ranging in age from seven to seventy-something, some on their 

own and others with their families from St Mary’s Church, spent  six wonderful days at 

Spring Harvest, staying in Butlins chalets or their own touring caravans; some half board 

and others self-catering. 

This was followed by the opportunity for the “Big Broadcast”, a number of practical 

seminars, set at different levels so that there was something to appeal to everyone from 

mature Christians to those still questioning and discovering faith for themselves. 

Throughout the week, there were plenty of opportunities for 

people to worship and express themselves through their God 

given talents. Sue Hutchings produced an artistic interpretation 

of the theme produced in the Big Top one evening. 



J U N E  2 0 0 7  

The “Big Encounter” was undoubtedly the highlight of the day for most, being the Cele-

bration Service in the Big Top, and this year included worship lead by singer/song-writer 

Martin Layzell (writer of “How Great is our God” and “Lost in Wonder”).  Meanwhile the 

youngsters again enjoyed their very own celebrations. For those who still had the stam-

ina, the evening “Big Debate” gave us the opportunity to discuss issues raised during 

the day. 

This was followed by the “Big Night 

Out”, a packed schedule of entertain-

ment from Christian rock music, to a 

classical tenor; from theatre drama, to 

comedians, or a sharing session -  in 

the pub! 

The theme for 2008 is “One Hope”. The 

booking lines open on 13th June 2007 

for Spring Harvest 2008. Sue and 

Simon Morgan intend making one 

group booking. Places always book up 

within hours.  

M Y  S P R I N G  H A R V E S T  B Y  R E B E K A H  T Y L E R  

I would like to tell you about Spring Harvest. 

I went to Spring Harvest with other people from St Mary’s. There 

were lots of things to do for adults and children! There were 

clubs, a swimming pool, rides, rollercoasters, sports courts 

and  more!  

The swimming pool was my favourite bit with a rapid river and the 

water slides were really good!! 

For adults there were lots of things in the big top like meetings. 

When my mum and dad went to the big top I went to my group 

called X:site. We did puzzles, games, we had talks, songs, stories 

from the Bible and sometimes went outside to play more games! 

I made lots of friends at Spring Harvest and I learned a lot more 

about Jesus and that it is good to be different. 

I would love to go EVERY year!!! 

If you would like to find out more about Spring Harvest please visit 

www.springharvest.org, talk to Sue or Simon at St Mary’s, call them on (01202) 

861633, or email them at  office@progressaccountancy.com 
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4 0  D A Y S  O F  P U R P O S E  B Y  T R A C E Y  N I C H O L L S  

You were made for a reasoné 

One of the deepest - and most important questions – you can ever ask yourself is  

“What on Earth am I here for?” (unless it’s when your satellite navigation device takes 

you to Castlepoint via Romsey!) In all seriousness though, many people find their lives 

are so busy that they rarely have time to think about the question, let alone the answer. 

At St Mary’s this summer we are taking the time to consider this question with the help 

of Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose Driven Life”. This book takes us through the “40 

Days of Purpose” with a chapter for each day giving an insight into our life purpose from 

a God-centred perspective. At the end of each chapter there is a point to ponder, a 

verse to remember and a question to consider. In addition to reading the book small 

study groups are meeting throughout the parish to share in this amazing journey as we 

discover the five purposes of life:   

You were planned for God's Pleasure  

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength." 

Mark 12: 30 (NIV) 

You were formed for God's Family  

"So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others." 

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 

You were created to become like Christ  

"Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus" 

Philippians 2: 5 (NIV) 
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After 2000 years, the Book of Revelation continues to both attract and repel.  

A  D A Y  O F  R E V E L A T I O N  

You were shaped for serving God  

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others." 

1 Peter 4: 10 (NIV) 

¶ Where should we start in trying to make sense of its bizarre imagery?  

¶ How do we go about relating it to life in the 21st Century?  

¶ How can we differentiate between sensible interpretation and misleading speculation? 

You were made for a mission  

"Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity." 

Colossians 4: 5 (NIV) 

Ian is well placed to help us dig deeper, and get some answers.  

He is Dean of Studies at St John’s College Nottingham, an Anglican college training peo-

ple for many types of ministry and his own PhD focused on Revelation. 

To help answer these and many other challenging questions from this mysterious and 

often misunderstood book the Rev. Dr. Ian Paul invites you to a Revelation study day at 

St Mary’s Ferndown on Saturday, 23rd June from 9.30am to 3.00pm (with breaks for 

coffee and lunch). 

We hope you will come and join us as we study God’s Word together. There is no cost 

for the day, but donations to cover our costs would be greatly appreciated. 

 For more information about the Revelation study day or to book your place, please call 

the Parish Office on (01202) 897087 

If you would like to find out more about your life’s true purpose, please contact either 

Dick Luther (872084) or Martin Howard (876552) who will be happy to talk with you. 



T H E  P A T H F I N D E R  P S A L M S  

Page 8 J U N E  2 0 0 7  

The St Mary’s Pathfinders were recently asked to come up with their own psalms (holy 

poems or songs).  Here are just some of their amazing results...  

The Lord is my rock. 

I can run to Him for safety. 

He created the earth, 

Laid it on its foundations, 

So it could never be moved. 

Shout to the Lord all the earth 

And serve Him with joy. 

For the Lord is good. 

His love is forever 

And His loyalty goes on and on. 

God Of All Seasons  

When the spring is here the good things in my life are flower-
ing and all is well.  

You are there.  

When the sun shines in my heart and  

everything is warm and bright.  

You are there.  

When Autumn comes and things are going bad.  

You are there.  

When the winter arrives and my difficulties seem endless  

 you will send the sun and  

You are there.  

Praise God for the world which He gives. 

Praise God for our friends and family. 

Thank God for His sacrifice  

and praise him for our clean water and food. 

Praise God for everything we have. 

Praise Him and give Him our faith in Him. 



The Pathfinders are a St Mary’s Church group for 11-14 year olds.   

Helping young people to work out what they believe and why, this group encourages  

questions and discovers answers for life.  
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Lord, I know you are always there, listening. 

Lord, I thank you for it, 

I praise you for it. 

Lord, I know you will shine through me to all 

 who need but don’t know you. 

Lord I praise you, I thank you. 

Lord, I love you 

I want everyone to know you. 

Lord I praise you because through me they will, someday. 

Lord, I am a small fish in a huge 

ocean.  

I am a little tree in a big forest.  

I am but one unimportant person 

in the world.  

Oh Lord, what can I do?  

How can I make a difference?  

The world is a nasty mess God.  

I want to change it.  

Show me a way, Lord.  

Show me where my future lies.  

I want to do your will  

But I donôt know what it is. 

Please Lord, I donôt know what to 

do 

Or where to go.  

You do.  

Answer my prayer,  

Oh wonderful God.  

Because I know you are listening.  

The Lord is always there 

So that we will always be in His protection. 

And all things evil will be 

Easy to ignore 

So that we can stay true to ourselves and God. 



Rev. Martin Howard has been making connections with the Ferndown Police Neighbour-

hood Team with the view of St Mary’s possibly taking part in the “Adopt a Cop” scheme 

where we would commit to praying regularly for our police team in central Ferndown.  

M A Y  T H E  F O R C E  B E  W I T H  Y O U  
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Meanwhile we would like to present our local team to you and encourage you to contact 

them with any concerns you have.  They want to know what concerns you have about the area 

in which you live 

You can email them at ferndowncentralsnt@dorset.pnn.police.uk or call them on 01202 

22 22 22.  Remember - only dial 999 if a life is in danger or a crime is in progress. 

LOOK OUT FOR THIS LOGO FOR OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO JOIN THE POLICE, LOCAL   

AUTHORITIES AND OTHER COMMUNITY SAFETY SERVICE PROVIDERS IN TACKLING THE 

ISSUES THAT CONCERN YOU IN YOUR AREA 



The Marriage Course is an 8 week programme designed to help you and your spouse have a 

better marriage than the one you have now - even if you think it’s perfect already! 
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T H E  M A R R I A G E  C O U R S E  Coming to St Mary’s, Ferndown, in October 

The course gives you the tools and the time to work on your marriage – to talk about a range of 

subjects important to your relationship, to learn, or refresh yourselves on, how to deal with dis-

agreements or conflicts that arise, to remember how to keep romance alive. 

This is one of the Family Life courses developed by Holy Trinity, Brompton. Each evening pro-

vides you with a candle-lit dinner for two, a video presentation on the topic for the evening and 

time to privately work through the issues raised with your spouse. 

Although the course approaches marriage from a Christian viewpoint, you do not have to be 

Christians or members of St Mary’s Church to attend the course. 

More information and invitation forms will be available later in the summer. If you have any 

questions in the meantime, please contact Mrs Kate Smith on 01202 894546. 

“Love at first sight is easy to understand; it's 

when two people have been looking at each 

other for a lifetime that it becomes a miracle. “ 

AMY BLOOM 

“Chains do not hold a marriage together. It is threads, hundreds of 

tiny threads which sew people together through the years. That is 

what makes a marriage last -- more than passion or even sex!” 

SIMONE SIGNORET 

“Happy marriages begin when we 

marry the ones we love, and they blos-

som when we love the ones we 

marry.“ TOM MULLEN 



Too busy at work to think about God? - think again!  Here are just a few tools I use every 

working day to help keep my priorities in order.  

YOUR HOME PAGE 

It’s the first page you see whenever 

you log onto the internet, so make it a 

meaningful one. 

 

My home page is the vine 

(http://www.thevine.co.nz) which has 

a new daily reading every day that I 

can ponder over. 

 

I always take the time to read it be-

fore accessing any other web page.  

G E T  C O N N E C T E D !  B Y  P A U L  H U T C H I N G S  
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EMAIL 

Every morning, when I go into my 

emails, I open up this month’s prayer 

diary, read the entry for today’s date 

and say a quiet prayer about it.   

 

You see, you can even communicate 

with God via email ! 

DRIVING IN 

Whether it’s a Delirious? Album, Hope FM* or a Steve Chalke CD from Spring Harvest, 

the drive to and from work is an ideal time to connect with God and make sure you’re 

travelling in the right direction. 
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SURFING FOR JESUS 

God is everywhere - even in cyberspace! 

 

The internet is a fantastic place to find all sorts of useful references, whether they’re for 

talks, small group discussions, or simply personal knowledge, but remember there are 

also a lot of untruths and bad items around too.   So please, when surfing, always be 

prayerful, vigilant and use your common sense.   

* On 27th May 2007, Hope FM was finally launched as a full time Christian radio sta-

tion, after 14 years of only being licenced to broadcast for two periods of 28 days per 

year.   

It’s a great station, so please support them by tuning into 90.1FM.  You can even visit 

their website and listen online at www.hopefm.com 

YOUR CHURCH WEBSITE 

Keep up to date with the latest in-

formation about your church, by 

regularly visiting your local church 

website.   

 

In my case - and many of yours - 

that will be http://stmarys-

ferndown.org.uk which has just 

been given a brand new look and 

feel and is packed with news and 

features (the church map is par-

ticularly impressive). 

SCARED OF THE WEB? 

If you’ve never been there before, the internet can be a daunting and 

scary place, so if you would like some help in taking that first step, 

please contact the St Mary’s parish office on 01202 897087.   

 

If enough people enquire, the author of this article will organise a free 1 hour training 

session at the church.  Remember - it’s never too late to start. 



In his recent announcement letter to church members, Dick mentioned 

that he’d been “experiencing a kind of bereavement” and talked of the 

“loss” of the ministry he loves.  At the same time, he shared with us 

how God has reminded him of the importance of letting go, not being 

possessive and allowing God to continue his work through new leader-

ship.  

A  F O R T H C O M I N G  F A R E W E L L  
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Regular visitors to St Mary’s Ferndown will know by now that our much 

loved Rector, Dick Luther, is due to retire this September. 

I believe God’s message to Dick was also to us, as his congregation share in a sense of 

bereavement and loss - for him.  During his 17 years in the parish, Dick and his wife 

Gaynor have touched and enriched many lives, but now we have to let go of them.  We 

have to not be possessive and allow God to reveal and carry out His new plans for them.  

I F  C H R I S T  S H O U L D  W A L K  A N O N  

If Christ should walk through your home today 

Is there anything there you would put away? 

Are there some things there you would like to hide 

Before you invited your Lord inside? 

 

Are there pictures there you would like to erase? 

Would the Bible stay in its usual place? 

Is there anything there you would change at all 

If you knew the Master was coming to call? 

 

It would do no good for He sees right through 

The things you own and the things you do, 

But if you feel His presence is growing dim 

Remove those things that are unlike Him. 

We shall be celebrating with Dick and Gaynor and wish them a fond (if very sad!) fare-

well on Sunday 2nd September – further details will be published and made available 

from the parish office nearer the time.  



F O R  T H O S E  W H O  D A R E  A  B O O K  R E V I E W  B Y  J O H N  U T T I N G  
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I have just finished reading this book, which tells the story 
of 101 great Christians and how they changed the world. 

The author takes only two or three pages to describe 
each character and their main exploits, so the book can 
be dipped into to read about each individual as required. 
Alternatively it can be read straight through (as I did!) as 
the book runs in chronological order. 

The book is full of interesting facts and would be good for 
teaching children about the great influence Christians 
have had for good over the many centuries, from 1200 to 
the present day. 

I can certainly recommend this book. 

B U I L D I N G  A  M I S S I O N  £ 5 , 8 3 3  A L L O C A T E D  F O R  Q U A R T E R  1  2 0 0 7  

E.C.M. International  

Ron and Liz Bignell - Malawi Mission 

  £750 EACH 

South American Mission Society  Church Mission Society  

Tear Fund  Leprosy Mission Bible Society 

  £100 EACH 

Falcon Camps run by CPAS for disadvantaged and marginalised children in the UK  

European Christian Mission  

Ã100 towards Archbishop Joseph Maronaôs retirement fund (the Archbishop has 
worked wonders in Sudan since the post was thrust upon him by the death of his 
friend, Daniel Zindo.  He has unified Southern and Northern bishops, renewed the 
Episcopal leadership, caused Synods to meet and make decisions which have 
given direction and a common policy and given loyal support to Canterbury during 
the turmoil dividing the Anglican Communion ï all this in the midst of civil war and 
latterly suffering ill health).  Sudanese clergy receive no pension on retirement. 

Church Pastoral Aid Society (CPAS) 

The final £183 has been sent to Tear Fund towards their appeal for the ongoing 
and worsening situation in Darfur.  This amount can feed a family of five in a relief 
camp for 6 months! 
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St Maryõs Church Ferndown 

Rector: Rev. Dick Luther           (Day off: Tuesday)    (01202) 872084 

     Team Vicar: Rev. Martin Howard    (Day off: Friday)        (01202) 876552  

     Parish Office            (open Mon to Fri, 9.30am-12.30pm)       (01202) 897087 

Website:  http://stmarys-ferndown.org.uk 

 

If you would like more information about St Mary’s or have any questions                    

please contact Tracey in the Parish Office on (01202) 897087                                            

or via e-mail: office@stmarys-ferndown.org.uk 

D A T E S  F O R  Y O U R  D I A R Y   

Here is a list of the forthcoming events mentioned in this edition - at a glance. 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION ARTICLE 

ASAP       -  Spring Harvest 2008 * BOOKING NOW * Page 4 

21/3 - 29/6 Various 40 Days of Purpose Various Page 6 

9 June 2 - 4.30pm The Lighthouse Club St Mary’s Ferndown Page 3 

23 June 9.30 - 3pm Revelation Study Day St Mary’s Ferndown Page 7 

2 September TBC Dick & Gaynor Luther’s 

Farewell 

St Mary’s Ferndown Page 14 

October TBC Marriage Course St Mary’s Ferndown Page 11 

For more information and pictures on the items featured in this  magazine, - 
and much more   Visit Our Website     http://stmarys - ferndown.org.uk  

Do you have any articles or pictures you would like added to our website or included in a 

future parish magazine?  If so, please contact the Parish Office on the number below.  

We’d love to hear from you! 

STOP PRESS! - CHRISTIAN LISTENING AND HEALING DAY  

WITH RUSS PARKER AND JOYCE HUGGETT 

Saturday 14th July, 10am until 4pm at St Peter’s School, Iford                                          

Tickets are available from the Parish Office priced £10 


